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LEGISLATIVE
PRIORITIES

ANOKA
COUNTY'’S

Why They Matter to You

Anoka County’s legislative priorities may seem like
government housekeeping, but they directly influence
the quality of life and level of taxes paid by Anoka
County residents. The county and its partners lobby
at the state level to obtain funding for important
projects, work to secure state support for law changes
that improve lives, and advocate against cost shifts
that negatively affect county residents.

Results of Successful Lobbying

e Predictable financing for roads and additional funding creates safer interchanges and improved pedestrian trail
crossings that result in lower accident rates.

e Fully connected trails allow residents to enjoy safer areas to recreate and commute by non-motorized means.
e Changes at the state could assist in paying for county license centers, resulting in the centers being more self-

sustainable.
e County property tax levels are more predictable when it's known how much funding is coming from the state for

projects.
e Better public safety services for youth are more likely with legislative support.

“These aren't abstract policy debates — every item on the list connects directly to the county being able to provide
services to residents and their daily experience on roads driven, parks enjoyed, taxes paid, and services the county is
mandated to provide, which residents rely on,” said Scott Schulte, chair, Anoka County Board of Commissioners.

The following pages detail Anoka County’s 2026 legislative platform.
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Hwy. 65/Bunker Lake Blvd.
Interchange

Highway 65 is a major north-south route in Anoka County.

e Improvements reduce congestion, increase safety,
and support economic development — completing
this project would ensure the corridor can handle
current and future traffic volumes.

e There would be better connectivity between
neighborhoods, schools, and businesses.

e |f the funding gap isn’t closed, residents would
face prolonged construction delays and potential
property tax increases.

Protect Current Distribution

of the Metro-Regional Sales and Use Tax
This funding was established during the 2023 legislative session.

These county funds may be utilized for:
@ * Active transportation and corridor safety studies.
e Road system repair, preservation, and modernization.
e Transit services, complete streets projects, and greenhouse-gas reduction initiatives.
By safeguarding the current distribution of this tax, Anoka County is securing dependable, locally
controlled funding that will enhance county roads, transit options, trails, and community safety—not

just today, but for years to come.

Clarifying Responsibility
in Juvenile Detention Costs 4

The county is seeking legislative clarification on who pays for pre-trial juvenile detention when
the underlying issue is a delinquency case.

e This is a behind-the-scenes fix with real financial implications for residents and prevents unexpected costs from falling

on local taxpayers.
¢ A solution that clarifies this issue ensures fairness and consistency across counties.
¢ Taking equitable action would support a stable, predictable juvenile justice system.

A Anoka County
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Ensuring Fair Compensation
for License and Passport Centers

Rice.Creek North
Regional Trailj€eniidony

Completing the Rice
Creek North

Regional Trail Gap

“County license centers handle everything
from vehicle titles to passports, but
state-set filing fees haven’t kept pace with
rising costs,” said District 2 Anoka County
Commissioner Julie Braastad. “Meanwhile,
state-developed self-service options reduce
revenue while increasing the complexity of
in-person transactions. This priority is about
maintaining convenient, accessible services
for the community.”

e A fully connected trail system is safer for
biking, walking, and commuting.
e There would be continuous routes

without detours.

® Property values usually The county is seeking $7 million in state

- - bonding to complete the final missing segment
INCrease near completed trails. of the Rice Creek North Regional Trail in Circle
Pines. This project would finish a long-awaited
regional connection.

vois Dr

e Equitable reimbursement helps keep local service centers open and staffed.
e Reasonable funding prevents service cuts or closures.
e A solid revenue stream from the state ensures residents don’t have to travel as far for basic services.

Continued State Support Protecting Taxpayers

for Regional Parks Through Thoughtful Reform of Fiscal Disparities Program

Anoka County is urging that any changes to the regional Fiscal Disparities

Program occur only as part of comprehensive property tax reform, not as
isolated adjustments. This priority is about safeguarding residents from
unintended financial impacts. The term “fiscal disparities” refers to the

. unequal distribution of taxable resources (like commercial property) among

local governments. Minnesota’s Fiscal Disparities Program is a creative
solution to this issue, where a portion of commercial/industrial property
tax growth is pooled across a region and redistributed to ensure all

“Anoka County’s parks system is one of its greatest assets, but maintaining
it requires ongoing state investment,” said District 3 Anoka County
Commissioner Jeff Reinert. “The county is advocating for continued funding
through the Metropolitan Council for operations, maintenance, and capital
improvements.”

e Cleaner, safer, and better-maintained parks are better for residents and
visitors.

e Updated facilities and amenities are an asset for the community.

e There would be more recreational options.

communities in an area can provide adequate public services.

e This change would protect homeowners from sudden tax shifts.
e Reform ensures fairness between communities.
* Improving the program would maintain predictability in the property tax system.

Fair Compensation ol

for Required Medical Examiner Services

3| #:[2] Scan Here
7 - for Additional Legislative Information

This site contains information on Anoka County’s legislative delegation,
and a brochure version of the county’s 2026 legislative priorities.

When a primary clinician declines to sign a natural-death certificate, a
Medical Examiner must step in and complete this process. The county is
seeking authority to charge for this service when necessary.

e This change would reduce costs shifts and create a more sustainable medical examiner’s office.
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Anoka County Works Diligently to Prevent Fraud

Anoka County is committed to maintaining public trust and upholding its mission of being respectful, innovative, and
fiscally responsible. As part of this commitment, the county works diligently to prevent, detect, and address fraud in
Minnesota’s public assistance and social services programs.

The Social Services team supports some of the county’s most vulnerable residents, helping them remain in their homes
and live productive lives. These programs are a vital safety net, and recent reports of fraud statewide raise concerns
about potential impacts on services for seniors and people with disabilities.

While Anoka County does not oversee the contracts or funding that is the source of the recent reports on fraud,
the county does play a part in fraud prevention — this role is taken very seriously, and the county is
committed to program integrity. This includes:

FRAUD PREVENTION

Since 1993, Anoka County has operated a strong fraud prevention investigation
program to stop fraud before it occurs. This team focuses more on individual client
fraud. In 2024, this team completed 685 investigations, resulting in overpayment
savings of over $2.8 million.

STAFF TRAINING

The county trains all human services staff annually on fraud prevention and
reporting responsibilities. This includes an understanding of how to report
suspected provider fraud to the state agencies that investigate provider fraud.

CONTRACT OVERSIGHT

Anoka County maintains robust controls for county-managed contracts, including
quality assurance visits and financial monitoring.

AUDITS AND REVIEWS

The county participates in state and federal audits and invests in internal reviews to ensure
accountability.

By prioritizing integrity and accountability, Anoka County helps keep public programs strong, sustainable, and trusted.
While it is disheartening to hear about the fraud happening in some of the programs residents use, Anoka County
is focused on continuing to deliver high-quality services and helping influence the design of policy and programs to

support both access and accountability.
DA

e County Road J/Ash Street — Rendova Street to Lexington e Lever Street — Hamline Avenue to Lexington Avenue.

2026 Highway Improvement Projects

Mill and Overlay Resurfacing

Avenue. County Highway 10 — Pleasant Avenue to Able Street.

¢ Round Lake Boulevard — Bunker Lake Boulevard to 149th e 7th Avenue NW — 145th Avenue NW to 1,130 feet north
Lane. of 165th Avenue.

* Main Street — Highway 10 to East Coon Creek Boulevard e Hanson Boulevard at 155th Lane NW — add left turn
(450 feet east). lanes.

e Hanson Boulevard — Main Street to Jay Street.
e Bunker Lake Boulevard — 600 feet west to 1,800 feet East of Highway 65.

east of Hanson Boulevard. e Fawn Lake Drive/Rutgers Street NE — Chisago County
e Bunker Lake Boulevard — Lincoln Street to Johnson Street  line to Isanti County line.

left turn lane.

e Crosstown Boulevard NE — 1,900 feet west to 1,500 feet

Anoka County News

Connexus Energy Provides $25,000 Donation to Anoka County

In December of 2025, Connexus Energy continued its longtime support of Anoka County by providing a $25,000
donation in support of the Anoka County Parks Department’s Heritage Lab and Wildlife Outreach Programs.

From left: Anoka County Commissioners
Jeff Reinert, John Heinrich, Scott
Schulte, Julie Braastad, Yan Paul
Martinez, Connexus Energy chair and
chief financial officer; Krista Benjamin,
executive director of the Connexus
Energy Foundation, Commissioners Mike
Gamache, Julie Jeppson, Mandy Meisner.

The Heritage Lab Program engages about 2,500 students annually in
hands-on outdoor learning experiences that explore Minnesota’s rich
cultural history. The Wildlife Outreach program brings free, in-school

| presentations to more than 10,000 students each year, introducing

them to ten native Minnesota wildlife species and fostering a deeper
connection to the natural world. In 2024, 33 schools were visited as part
of this program.

Thanks to Connexus's generous continuing financial support for over 30
years, more than 500,000 students in Anoka County and surrounding
communities have reaped the benefits these programs offer. The
contributions these programs receive annually from Connexus Energy are
instrumental in helping connect youth and families with the natural and
cultural heritage of the region.

“For decades, Connexus Energy has been a strong partner in supporting
our Parks Department through funding of these important programs,”

said District 6 Anoka County Commissioner Julie Jeppson. “These

generous donations are
crucial to bringing these experiences to our community’s young people, P CONNEXUS®
ENERGY

inspiring them to explore nature through wildlife.”
Your Community Energy Partner

Connexus has been a longtime supporter of not only the Parks
Department but various other Anoka County initiatives. Since 2006,
Connexus has donated trash bags for Anoka County’s Adopt-a-Highway
Program. In 2018, Connexus approached Anoka County about leasing
land to build and maintain a solar garden, demonstrating their commitment to renewable energy. In 2020, Connexus
donated funds to help provide 200 activity bags to three food shelves in Anoka County.

Elections Manager Receives Award

Anoka County Elections Manager Tom Hunt recently received the ‘Friend of the League’ Award from the
League of Women Voters ABC for his outstanding service in preserving democracy by providing voters
safe, secure, and accurate elections.

The Friend of the League Award is given to a community member or group who assists the League of
Women Voters ABC in achieving its goal of good government.

“Many League of Women Voters members serve as election judges and appreciate Tom supervising and

training judges prior to elections,” District 5 Anoka County Commissioner Mike Gamache said. “Recently,
an Anoka County post-election review process took place where it was determined Anoka County had no adjusted
differences between machine-tabulated results and hand-counted ballots. Observers also found legal processes set in
Minnesota law were followed in Anoka County. Tom’s efforts to protect election integrity are truly top notch and we
appreciate all that he does for our county.”

T
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Property Tax Assistance g2
for Seniors and People with Disabilities  @#%&i INFO!
Trained volunteers are available to help senior citizens and people with disabilities apply for their
Minnesota Homeowner’s Homestead Credit Refunds (M1PR) form. This program is offered on a
first-come, first-served basis. Any changes to this schedule will be announced on the property tax
line, 763-324-1480. Scan the QR for more info and to access the schedule.
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ANOKA COUNTY PARKS

FIND YOUR PASSION HERE

Parks ensure that everyone can find their place to
connect, grow, and contribute. Find what makes you
happiest with a variety of opportunities for all:

EVENTS & MORE
* @ = e <&

MAPLE SYRUP FESTIVAL (MARCH 28 e FREE)
EARTH DAY CLEANUP & CELEBRATION (APRIL 18 o FREE)
KIDS FISHING CLINIC (MAY 2 e FREE)
ADAPTIVE & INCLUSIVE PROGRAMMING
BIRTHDAY PARTIES AT WARGO NATURE CENTER IN LINO LAKES
MONTHLY LUNCH WITH A NATURALIST (FREE)
GUIDED BIRD HIKES

DISCOVER IT ALL & MORE AT
ANOKACOUNTYPARKS.COM

PARK SERVICES BUNKER BEACH WATER PARK
NATURAL RESOURCES CHOMONIX GOLF COURSE

PARK MAINTENANCE WARGO NATURE CENTER

LEARN MORE AT ANOKACOUNTYPARKS.COM/HIRING

Anoka County News

BUNKER BEACH

L

OPEN DAILY
11:30 A.M. = 6:30 P.M.
JUNE 6 — AUGUST 30

EXPANDED CARDIO CLUB
EXPANDED TOT TIME
CABANA & PICNIC SHELTERS
GROUP RESERVATION DISCOUNT
& MORE

@t it

BUNKERBEACH.COM
f
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CHOMONIX
18 HOLE, PAR 72 COURSE
DRIVING RANGE
BLUE HERON ROOM
TOURNAMENTS
SMALL GROUP RATES
PLAYERS CLUB
MEMBERSHIPS
LESSONS

700 AQUA LANE, LINO LAKES
763-324-3434 /| CHOMONIX.COM
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READ LOCAL

Featured Authors

Each year, 16 local authors are selected
to be highlighted in our community.
Explore their books and learn more about
their experiences as Minnesota authors
tinyurl.com/ReadLocalACL

Attend Featured Author programs tinyurl.com/aclFAevent

Love to READ LOCAL? Get Recommended titles
delivered straight to your inbox. Select the genre
Minnesota Creators tinyurl.com/aclRecommends

Find MN authors, illustrators, and music in the library
catalog: tinyurl.com/aclMNCcreators

YOUTH FICTION

Laura Ann Larson
Where Do You Go?

?*.

Cristina Oxtra
\L;*;Jg“ What Lolo Wants
u ¥
Abigail Stark
Bad Duck
Jason Walz
The Flip Side

Elizabeth Weiss Verdick
Make Way for Harriet and May

Melinda Mattsen-Vang
A Rainbow of Native Plants

10

ADULT FICTION

M. E. Bakos
The Perfect Match: A Reindeer
Falls Holiday Romance

Anika Fajardo
The Many Mothers of
Dolores Moore

Brenda Lyne
Ripple Effect

Colin Nelson
The Havana Syndrome

Marcie Rendon
Broken Fields: A Cash
Blackbear Mystery

Kehinde Winful
Flooding the River

Ashley Craft

Weeknight Wonders: 52 weeks
of fun, themed recipes the whole
family can make together

Anna Farro Henderson
Core Samples: A Climate

Scientist’s Experiments in Politics

and Motherhood

Mubanga Kalimamukwento
Another Mother Does Not Come
When Yours Dies

Varla Ventura
Enchanted Plants: A Treasury
of Botanical Folklore and Magic

Anoka County News

Free books, movies, music, games, and events? You Betcha!

Get a library card today tinyurl.com/getACLcard

Scroll Smarter
We've got your back with quick tips to help you outsmart
clickbait, dodge deception, and scroll like a pro.

Advertisements online may seem like a mild nuisance at
most, but don't sell them short. It’s important to know
how to recognize them in order to avoid ad-related scams.
Scammers have been known to pay for advertising that
impersonates legitimate websites and businesses. Also, it's
possible clicking a sponsored link may infect your device
with malware.

Tips
e The first step is to learn how to recognize an ad.
Internet searches often place “sponsored results”
at the top of the list. Ads are often labeled as
such (or with “sponsored,” “advertisement,” or
“paid partnership”).

e Instead of clicking on a sponsored result, scroll
down to the actual search results and ensure you
click on the legitimate website.

Tips adapted from consumer.ftc.gov

@Frlends Book Sale

of the Anoka County Library

Friends of Anoka County Library Book Sale
Saturday, May 2, 10 AM. -4 P.M.

Centennial Library
Gently used books, movies, & music priced from .25 to $2.

Volume 1-2026

13+MILLION

digital checkouts in 2025

Twin Cities Metro eLibrary
metrowide

Anoka County Readers love eBooks & audiobooks
with over 1 million checkouts in 2025.

For the fifth year in a row, the Twin Cities Metro
eLibrary had the most checkouts of any library
consortium in the world! melsa.overdrive.com

Did you know that libraries typically have to pay

4-5 times more than the consumer price for eBooks?
Additionally, libraries can only lease digital books,
not purchase them like they do physical books. The
lease usually expires in 2 years or after 26 checkouts,
requiring libraries to pay to renew the license.

If you:

v/ Love the convenience of having books,
audiobooks, and magazines at the click of
a button with the Libby app

v~ Want to promote fiscal responsibility and
protect taxpayer dollars

v Want to ensure fair access for all
Minnesotans, especially those who need
accessible materials

Tell your state legislators that you want
them to support the Library eBook Bill.
Visit tinyurl.com/WhosMyRepresentative
and enter your address to find contact info
for your state lawmakers.
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Construction Begins this Spring on Highway 65

Long-awaited reconstruction of Highway 65 in Blaine is slated to begin
this spring between 97th Avenue and 117th Avenue. The four-year

4 project will convert the existing at-grade intersections on Highway 65 at
® 09th Avenue, 105th Avenue, 109th Avenue, and 117th Avenue/Cloud
Drive into interchanges, with Highway 65 traveling above.

N The project also includes a pedestrian bridge between 113th Avenue and
1 114th Avenue and will reroute existing local streets and driveways onto

frontage and backage roads between 99th Avenue and 109th Avenue to
safely carry local traffic between the interchanges and provide residential
and business access. New trails and sidewalks along the highway corridor
will be built to meet Americans with Disabilities (ADA) standards. Improved drainage, including
culvert repair/replacements, larger stormwater pipes and vegetation, will help control erosion.
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MnDOT will maintain two lanes of traffic in each direction as much as possible, although there
will be some single lane traffic and short-term closures and detours on Highway 65. There also
will be closures and detours at cross streets. Access will be maintained to all businesses and the
community.

For more info
When completed in fall 2029, this project will enhance accessibility, reduce congestion, improve
traffic flow/travel times and improve safety along the road, and provide a smoother road surface and extend pavement
life, with trails constructed along the corridor. For more information, email connect@thriveon65blaine.com.

Reduced Wait Times — Gone are the days of standing

in long check-in lines, divided alphabetically by last name, 4

and seeing some lines empty while others take more time §
because voters in those lines have common last names.

Voters can now use any line to check in and, instead of

flipping through volumes of paper to find your name, an election
judge can now simply do a quick search on the pollbook. Because of
these efficiencies, the time you spend in the polling place has been
drastically reduced.

Election Integrity - Paper rosters required a
manual “Voted” stamp next to the name of every
resident who voted absentee. This meant many hours

of stamping by election officials, with the potential
for mistakes. With pollbooks, this process is done

Elections and

Voting

Electronic Pollbooks

These devices have
been in use in Anoka

%Q)—Tj County polling
places since 2018.

The decision to use
pollbooks has benefited
Anoka County residents
and provided greater
efficiencies for election
judges and administrators.
It is important to note that

instantaneously, without the possibility of human error. This process
is repeated on Election Day as well for any absentee ballots that are
received on that day. The ability to update a voter’s status in real time
allows an election judge to instantly see if the person trying to check
in already has a voted ballot.

Voter Privacy - Each page of the paper roster listed
the names of multiple residents, which allowed for

3 s A ©oF the possibility of others seeing if you had checked in. \
SR e tarne the The pollbooks only display the information of the person

p°||b°9k5 ever C?nneCted to who is currently checking in, thus increasing privacy for
the voting machines, and the every voter.

information pollbooks access

is securely encrypted. For more information on elections in Anoka County,

visit: anokacountymn.gov/3966/Election-Integrity
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Attorney’s Office Hires New Chief of Criminal Division

The Anoka County Attorney’s Office is pleased to welcome retired Judge Jenny Walker Jasper as the new
chief of the office’s Criminal Division. Walker Jasper was sworn into her new role by County Attorney
Brad Johnson Feb. 9.

“I am grateful that Jenny has joined our office,” Johnson said. “She has a breadth and depth of
experience and leadership, both as attorney and judge, that few can bring to this role. Her wealth of
knowledge and connections have already benefited the important work of our office and the county.”

Walker Jasper joins the Anoka County Attorney’s Office Criminal Division in the wake of an extraordinarily busy and
successful year of high-profile murder trials, all resulting in convictions by juries. In addition to the office’s day-to-day
felony prosecutions, the Criminal Division recently tried three defendants in a triple murder in Coon Rapids, and each
received life sentences without the possibility of parole. In addition, the office’s prosecution teams tried three other
murder cases, including a domestic-violence murder in Fridley, a 3rd degree murder in Anoka committed by a fentanyl
dealer, and the murder of a vulnerable adult by a caretaker in Ramsey — a big lift for any law office.

“]'am so excited to join the amazing attorneys and staff at the Anoka County Attorney’s Office,” Walker Jasper said. “I
hope | can bring a helpful perspective to the office and its pursuit of justice for the citizens of Anoka County.”

Hwy. 47 project scheduled
for 2028

A new road construction project to bring
safety improvements to Highway 47 in St.
Francis is approaching the final de5|gn
stage and is scheduled to begin
construction in 2028. Specific
timing of the project is currently
pending based on preliminary de5|gn
work. The plan is to convert the road from
a four-lane divided highway to a single lane
each direction from approximately Cree
Street to Ambassador Boulevard. Roundabouts
at 227th Avenue, Peterson Drive and
Ambassador Boulevard will also be included.

The project’s design was determined through
AnokaCountyMN.gov/fixit Anoka County extensive public engagement and feedback in
763-324-3400 EE  Collaboration between MnDOT, Anoka County
and the City of St. Francis.

I I X I I For dates and locations of
events scan QR code or visit:

AnokaCountyMN gov/fixit
Want to get that much-loved item
repaired free of charge? Attend a clinic
near you and our fixers and menders will
try to repair your item.

L]
Elections
Skip the trip. Pay Property Taxes Online. Videos
Scan the QR to access the first in a series
of videos that will give you clear, accurate,
and transparent information about how
elections work in Anoka County.

A
&= PayAnokaCounty

pay.anokacountymn.gov

How to Appeal Your Value and Local
Boards of Review Calendar

anokacountymn.gov/4279

MN Property Tax Refund
(also see back of property tax statement)
revenue.state.mn.us/property-tax-refund
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New Human Services Officer Takes the Helm:
Kate Heffernan

Kate Heffernan says the vision of Anoka County’s Human Services Division is simple: a
community where all people are safe and healthy.

Anoka County Employee Spotlight:

Donelle Lawrence

Intrigue is what first led longtime employee Donelle Lawrence to apply for a job with Anoka
County.

Heffernan joined Anoka County in 2023 as deputy director of the division and is now finding Forty-five years later, Lawrence has seen it all first as a 911 dispatcher, dispatch supervisor, and in her
footing in her new role as Chief Human Services Officer. final role as assistant director of emergency communications.
She began her career at the Minneapolis VA Medical Center conducting dementia research, later moving on to the While Lawrence has spent much of her professional career with the county, she admits the job is certainly not for

Wilder Foundation to work in program evaluation. She then spent more than 20 years in human services at Hennepin
County, starting as a planner focused on contracts and outcomes in disability programs, then moving on to supervise

social workers, managing financial and data teams, and eventually leading economic supports. “You have to commit to a 24/7 job, which means working holidays and weekends, working family events, and working
overtime,” she said. "But if you love it, it gets into your skin.”

everyone.

No matter what her job title has been, Heffernan’s passion has always been helping people.
In the time since Lawrence started to now, many aspects of working for Anoka County have changed. 911 wasn't

“I've alway’s been driven to help people— especially those who are vulnerable or marginallized,” she said. “Over established until 1982 and staff didn't have computers, so everything was written by hand, and addresses were looked
f[he years, I've seen how complex our systems can be for both residents and staff and that’s fueled my passion for up in a map book. Now, staff look at six computers, have numerous mapping programs and a computer-aided dispatch
improving the experience of those seeking help. system, in addition to the help of artificial intelligence (Al).

Human Servic.es stgff cu_rrently face sig_nifi_cant challenges, including funding shifts., complex program rules, and Department Director of Emergency Communications Kari Morrissey credits Lawrence for always being the person
potential service disruptions from Medicaid changes. Anoka County’s Human Services team is working to help residents and staff can turn to when they need help. Morrissey started working with Lawrence more than 30 years ago
departments respond through planning, engagement, and leveraging data and policy. in 1992

“My focus is on strengthening collaboration, data-driven decision-making, communication, and processes to achieve “She was one of my trainers who helped me grow and become who | am today,” Morrissey said. “I cannot thank her
that,” Heffernan said. “l want our whole team to build understanding of how the work across Human Services fits enough for that — for her continued guidance throughout the years and for her friendship along the way.”

together and how residents see and experience us.”

_ , _ , _ _ , _ , _ After more than four decades, Lawrence officially retired from the county Jan. 30.
Heffernan is a longtime resident of Minnesota and is married with three kids and a dog. In her free time, she enjoys

yoga, reading, and spending time in nature. “It's a reality that I'm having a hard time grasping,” Morrissey said. “It's well-earned and we're all happy for her.

Documentary on Opioid Impacts Screened in Anoka Donelle is going to be a hard one to replace — the integrity, loyalty, leadership, and knowledge she takes with her will
be hard to fill. Our door will always be open for her.”

“Faces of Hope,” a deeply personal and locally produced documentary featuring
the real-life journeys of Anoka County individuals impacted by opioid misuse,

was screened to a packed house Feb. 3 at the Lyric Arts Main Street Stage in Snow melt and rain washes litter from streets into
Anoka. storm drains, which flow directly to rivers, lakes,
and oceans without treatment. This pollution Stormwater Trash Issues
“This documentary is part of a broader effort to support those affected by harms aquatic life and can affect drinking water.
opioids,” said District 7 Anoka County Commissioner Mandy Meisner. “Faces .
of Hope has launched a new website, facesofhopeanoka.org, which is a How Communities Can Help
comprehensive resource hub offering a directory of trusted local support services, free naloxone training and pickup * Maintain vehicles to prevent leaks.
locations across the county, and inspiring stories of resilience, recovery, and hope.” *+ Use commercial car washes.

« Secure trash can lids.
* Recycle and dispose of hazardous waste properly.

$350,000 Awarded to Anoka County Job Training Center + Adopt a storm drain: mn.adopt-a-drain.org.

The Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development
(DEED) recently announced more than $17.3 million for workforce grants m‘ EMPLOYMENT AND

that are expected to serve more than 3,500 Minnesotans. The Anoka SSCLICAMIS AR ARGy Veteran Services Office Moving to First Floor of Government Center
County Job Training Center in Blaine is being awarded $350,000 of that . _ ’ _ o
funding as part of the Bridge to Career Pathways program, which provides funding for individuals seeking to improve A remodel of the former Elections suite to accommodate the county’s Veteran Services office is
or obtain skills to earn a recognized credential for in-demand industries. scheduled to be completed by early May 2026. The office is moving from the second floor of the
Government Center to the first floor of the West Courthouse. The project will create a safe and
“This funding supports economically disadvantaged adults, providing workforce development and training secure workspace fOf sltgff, private ofﬁce_s_for client interviews, a co_nference_room, a break area,
opportunities that increase career awareness, basic skills, education and training, and more,” said District 1 Anoka and improved accessibility features. Additional accessible parking will be available near the
County Commissioner John Heinrich. loading dock at the 4th Avenue and Jackson Street entrance.
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Anoka County
2100 3rd Ave.
Anoka MN 55303-5024
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Visit our website!

ANOKA COUNTY LEADERSHIP 763-324-4700
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County board meetings are generally held the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month at 9:30 a.m. in
Room 705 of the Anoka County Government Center in Anoka. Watch board meetings live at anokacountymn.gov.
“Anoka County News" is produced by Anoka County Communications, Erik Thorson, Chief Communications Officer, 763-324-4612
publicinfo@anokacountymn.gov e anokacountymn.gov/newsletter
Printed on 30 percent post-consumer recycled paper.
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