ANOKA COUNTY SUPERVISION GUIDELINES
This is not law nor is it a recommendation-these are minimal acceptable standards

WE WILL ASSESS THE FOLLOWING REPORTS:
Ages 7 and under	All reports of child(ren) left alone for any period of time.
Ages 8-10	All reports of child(ren) who are alone for more than 3 hours.  
Ages 11-13	All reports where child(ren) are alone for more than 12 hours.   
Ages 14-15	All reports where child(ren) are alone for more than 24 hours and do not know there whereabouts of the parent or when they will return.
Ages 16-17	May be left alone for more than 24 hours with a plan in place concerning how to respond to an emergency.
**Please note: 
· There is no distinction between daytime and nighttime hours.  The time of day is not a consideration.

· School-age children required to walk to school due to transportation patterns set by local school districts may also fall outside of timelines listed above.**


Guidelines for older child providing supervision to younger child(ren):
Children under age 11 should not provide child care
Ages 11-15 	These children who are placed in a child care role are subject to the same time restrictions of being left alone as listed above.
Ages 16-17	May be left alone for more than 24 hours with adequate adult back up supervision.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
These guidelines are intended to provide a basic framework and standard to follow in providing information to parents and reporters of child neglect.  Each inquiry and report must be judged individually not only on the basis of age but by also taking the following questions into consideration:
· What is the maturity level of the child(ren)?
· How accessible is the parent/guardian/caretaker to the child(ren) by phone and/or in person?
· What is the health status of the child(ren)- ie: presences of mental, physical problems or disabilities?
· What is the behavioral history of the child(ren)- ie: suicidal, fire setting, delinquency, vandalism, assault?
· Is a younger child(ren) using the kitchen stove, iron or appliance, which poses a danger because of their age?
· Have parents discussed an escape plan or held a fire drill with the child(ren)?
· Does the residence of a smoke detector?
· Are there unusual hazards in the home?
· What is the child(ren)’s reaction to being left alone?

**Reports regarding supervision concerns should include specific dates and times, and how the reporter is aware of the situation.**
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